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 (
A
ttorney 
G
eneral
 Gansler 
issues opinion
 recognizing out of state 
same sex 
marriages
.
The AG 
issued an opinion
, responding
 to a lawmaker’s 
request for advice,
 
that 
State agencies
 legally must recognize
 out of state same sex marriages, citing 
c
onstitutional provision
s
 and other legal principles 
that 
recognize
 contract
ual agreements and laws
 
made 
in other states, 
as well as Maryland’s
 
recognition of 
certain out of state 
marriages between relatives that cannot legally be performed here in Maryland.
This opinion constitutes
 guidance for State agencies from
 the Attorney General
 and is not legally binding
.
 There will likely
 be legal challenges to the opinion in the coming weeks. The House Judiciary Committee is hearing bills on whether to 
sanction
 or
 prohibit same sex marriages on Thursday.
) (
The Weekly Whip
)Republican Budget Cuts target education, state employees, the Chesapeake Bay and Maryland’s metro areas

A joint hearing was held last week by the House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee, providing a forum for Republican leadership to formally present their suggestions on how Maryland can continue balance its budget while preserving the services that taxpayers count on. The hearing, open to the public, was held at the invitation of Democratic Leadership following a vote by the Republican members of the Spending Affordability Committee (SAC) to cut $2.5 billion from the budget. Two different plans were offered, one by the House Republican Caucus and another by Republican Senators Brinkley and Pipkin.  Senate Minority Leader Kittleman chose not to attend and offer a Senate Republican leadership budget, despite his continued public comments regarding a lack of opportunity to be part of the budget process and his SAC vote to cut $2.5 billion.

The two plans are credible efforts to provide specific cuts to state government as we work toward balancing our budget for FY 2011.  While the cuts are global in nature and lack specific detail, they do include some areas that House fiscal leaders will look closely at incorporating in the final budget.  The Senate (Brinkley & Pipkin) and House proposals cut $1.065 billion and $829 million from the FY 2011 budget respectively – a far cry from the $2.5 billion reduction proposed at SAC.  

A snapshot of the proposed cuts included in the plans:

· $764 million in cuts to both our K-12 and higher education funding
· Thousands of layoffs and decreased compensation for all state employees and retirees including police and corrections officers and education staff
· Large cuts targeting Maryland’s metropolitan areas, creating a disproportionate impact on some of Maryland’s most vulnerable communities
· $55M in transportation cuts and $38M in public safety cuts
· Significant phantom cuts, like “Additional Actions” or “Agency Costs” and “Efficiency Audits” to bolster their cut number without really making cuts
· Cost shifts and reductions to county and local governments, who will respond with either cutting services or raising taxes	
· Neither offered concrete long term plans to reduce our structural deficit other than “limited” growth
· Complete elimination of the Chesapeake Bay Restoration fund
· A willingness to offer “symbolic” cuts designed to stoke the partisan fires, not form a bipartisan consensus on the tough cuts taxpayers expect us to make
As we move forward and the rhetoric continues to heat up, these facts are indisputable:
· The Governor and General Assembly balance Maryland’s budget EVERY year
· This year’s General Fund budget is $12.7 Billion and smaller than even the FY 2007 budget
· We have cut over $5.5 billion since 2008 from the budget, making the tough decisions that our constituents expect from us
· We have already eliminated 3,500 positions, making government smaller and more efficient
· Maryland is one of 7 states that continues to be certified with a Triple-A bond rating

The House Appropriations Committee will hold a work session in the coming weeks to analyze these recommendations for possible inclusion in the Committee’s final budget proposal.

Speaker Busch introduces Legislation to Prevent Gangs in Schools 

Speaker Busch, joined by Ways & Means Chairman Sheila E. Hixson, House leadership and members of the Ways & Means Education Subcommittee, introduced legislation aimed at curbing the impact of criminal gangs in Maryland schools. The Safe Schools Act of 2010 is the result of a series of meetings held last fall with state lawmakers, police, prosecutors, schools and state agencies to craft legislation to protect Maryland students from exposure to gang activity and recruitment while in school.

Working with stakeholders from across the State including the Maryland State’s Attorney’s Association, the Public School Superintendents Association of Maryland, the Governor’s Office and the Anne Arundel County Executive, Police and Sheriff, Speaker Busch crafted the Safe Schools Act of 2010 to: 
· Expand the number of reportable offenses.    When a student is arrested for certain offenses, such as a crime of violence, this information must be reported to their school.  Currently the law does not require reporting for some crimes that can be indicative of gang membership. The bill requires that arrests for malicious destruction of property and simple assault also be reported to school personnel;
· Require the State Board of Education to develop a model statewide policy for gang intervention, prevention, and suppression efforts in our schools, including teacher training and professional development programs;
· Require each middle and high school to have a designated school security officer on site and regular school security meetings that involve all stakeholders, including school administrators, prosecutors, community leaders, intervention/prevention representatives, and law enforcement;
· Require the development of criteria for intervention and prevention programs that are evidence-based and outcome-oriented, as well as the coordination of community resources to maintain safe school environments.

The Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center recently reported that there is now gang activity in every county in the State of Maryland.  Several national gangs, including the Bloods, Crips, MS-13 and Latin Kings, have also emerged in Maryland counties. Over the past year, incidents in Anne Arundel, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Wicomico counties have highlighted the need for legislation to address the growing emergence of gang activity in schools. 

The State Department of Juvenile Services reports that children as young as 10 years old are being recruited to participate in gangs in Maryland.  This legislation will be heard in the Ways & Means Committee on Wednesday along with other gang related and school safety legislation that is being offered by members of both political parties.



Drunk Driving Legislation

The legislature has taken significant steps to curb drunk driving in Maryland. Following the recommendations of a cross-jurisdictional panel of law enforcement and transportation officials, community members and the judiciary, Governor O’Malley and the General Assembly passed a series of bills in 2009, which collectively, take significant steps to implement the recommendations of the Task Force to Combat Driving Under the Influence of Drugs and Alcohol. According to the Department of Transportation, one third of all fatalities over the past five years involved alcohol. The most significant of the 2009 bills imposes a mandatory one year license suspension for a person convicted of drunk driving more than once in five years. Other bills tightened underage drinking laws and addressed repeat offenders. 

Following the death of a Johns Hopkins University student this fall at the hands of a repeat drunk driving offender, legislation has been introduced making ignition interlock mandatory on first offense for those convicted of drunk driving in Maryland. Currently, the MVA has an Ignition Interlock System program in place that establishes strong incentives for drivers to choose ignition interlock over other penalties like license suspension or revocation. A court may also order participation in the program as a condition of sentencing. Ten states in the country have a mandatory program for first time offenders with a blood alcohol content of .08 or greater – eight states at .15 or greater. The Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on this legislation on Wednesday.

